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Someone asked: Baba, if a couple, i.e. both husband and wife, is following the path of
knowledge, and thus the husband is her brother and Shivbaba is her husband/spouse. So, after
following the path of knowledge, if someone applies bindi of the bhaktimarg, if someone wears
a necklace, then what will it be called? Will it be called a shooting of bhakti or will it be called
attachment?

Baba replied: Suppose there is a big family. In that big family, if a mother is following the path
of knowledge and the remaining people are not following the path of knowledge. Then if
someone directly confronts such a big family, then one can even get wounded.

Someone asked: Baba, what if its controlling power also lies with that one, if one is the head of
the family....
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Baba replied: Alright, what if one does not have the controlling (power)? Will it be one kind of
rule for one and another kind of rule for another one? So, it is a matter of maintaining the
relationships. If someone continues to apply a bindi and if one applies bindi only with the
intention to avoid disservice and if one continues to be in the awareness of the soul internally, if
one realizes oneself to be a soul, if one looks at others as souls, and if the rituals of bhaktimarg
happen in the family (i.e. at home), if one continues to participate in those rituals, but internally
continues to remember Shivbaba, if the members of one’s family take one to the temple, and if
one goes to the temple, if one takes a parikrama (circumambulation of a Hindu temple), if one
bows one’s head, and if one continues to remember Shivbaba internally, then what will they be
called?

Someone said: This is internally Baba’s ---------
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Baba said: This is an internal matter, but just as it has been said — if someone is the head of a
family. But in spite of being the head of the family, when the younger members of the family are
unable to understand the matter, or if he cannot explain to them, then until he explains should he
maintain the relationship or not? He should maintain the relationship till then. Yes, if there is
any such couple, who is living separately from the family, and if they have separated from the
society as well, if they have made themselves a part of the Brahmin society, then they need not
participate in all these rituals because they are not in anyone’s bondage. They are not in the
bondage of the society as well. They have got separated from the bondage of the family too.
They are standing on their own feet. That is why it has been said — If any sign of bhaktimarg is
visible, one will have to leave the body.

Someone said: But, it is power of a lioness [sherni-shakti] who will reveal Baba and this matter
of maintaining the relationship will be applicable to those (mothers) who live slightly under
subordination.
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Baba said: One is to live separately as a sanyasi and one is to live with the family as a
householder. While living with the family, there is a proverb — ‘jal may rahkar magarmach say
vair’ (which literally means ‘to develop enmity with the crocodile while living in water’ or ‘to
live in Rome and to strife with the Pope’) How long will it continue/work? It will not
continue/work. Or else, a swan and a heron cannot live together; they have to part
ways/separate. So, a person (in whose company one lives) is taken into account, the society is
taken into account, the time (or the circumstance) is taken into account, then one’s power is also
taken into account. Some have more power to convince others and some do not have the power
to explain to others to that extent. Some are good at the power of words/speech. [Some have
more verbal power; some have more mental power.] Some are good at the power of mind. So,
one has to take steps accordingly. Yes, everyone should become alert by the time the final
results begin to come out, that - are we still under the influence of the path of worship?
Bhaktimarg down, down (murdabad). What will happen in the end? ‘Bhaktimarg down, down’
and ‘victory to gyaanmaarg’. So, one should also observe if one has gained victory through the
Godly power in the path of knowledge or not?
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